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How many states can you name?
Can you find them on the map?

The fifty states of the United States, or the
USA, join to make one nation. The United
States did not always have fifty states. At
first there were thirteen. As the United
States grew, more states joined the union.
The last two states to join were Alaska and
Hawaii. They both joined in 1959.

The area of the United States covers “oep
every type of land. There are forests, -
deserts, mountains, and flat land. The area
of the United States also covers every type
of climate. The size of each state is different
too. Alaska is the biggest state. Rhode
Island is the smallest state. Alaska is 500 times bigger than Rhode
Island.

About 250 million people live in the United States. The people of the
United States come from all over the world. /People often name cities
after where they come from. For example, in the United States you find
Paris, Rome, Delhi, and Frankfurt. The state with the highest population
is California. The state with the lowest population is Alaska.

Each state has its own name. The name gives the state its identity
and personality. More than half the states have names from American
Indian origin. Each state also has a flag with colors that have a special
meaning for the state. The flag is the emblem, or the symbol, of the
state. There is also a state flower, tree, and bird.
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What kind of animal is in the picture?
Where do you see buffalo?
How big do you think the buffalo is?

The buffalo is the largest North American
animal. It weighs as much as 2,000 pounds.
It lives with other buffalo in groups or herds.
Two hundred years ago, there were 60
million buffalo. They lived all over the center
of North America. There were thousands of
herds. One herd was twenty miles long and
twenty miles wide. The buffalo followed the
grass and the Indians followed the buffalo.

The Indians used the buffalo for many
things. They used it for meat. Sometimes
they ate fresh meat. Sometimes they dried f@
the meat in the sun. Then they ate it later.
The Indians also used the skin, or hide, of the buffalo. From the hide they
made tents, clothes, shoes, hats, and rope. They wasted nothing. But
times changed.

People from other lands came to America. These immigrants
crossed the country in wagon trains. They killed the buffalo for food and
hides. More and more people came. And everyone wanted leather.
Hunters with guns killed the buffalo only for their hides. They wasted
everything else. These hunters were very good at their job. By 1900,
there were fewer than thirty buffalo alive.

Today, there are about 30,000 buffalo in America. But herds are
very small. You can see them in states like Wyoming. Sometimes you
can buy buffalo meat at a restaurant. But you will never see a herd of
buffalo as big as a city.

*
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What do you see in the picture?
What do you know about Texas?

A long time ago Texas was part of Mexico.
The Mexican government did not want any
Americans to move to Texas. But a man
named Stephen Austin brought a lot of
people to Texas. They built towns. The
Mexican government was not happy and a
war began. The Americans did not want to
be part of Mexico. Many years passed.
Finally, Texas was free. It became a state in
1836.

Texans are proud of their history. Many
people from Mexico live in Texas today.
They are an important part of the state’s
history. A popular kind of food in Texas is called “Tex-Mex." This means
that it is a mixture of American and Mexican food.

Texas is also famous for its cowboys. These cowboys rode horses
and took care of the cattle. They wore big hats and high-heeled boots.
When people think of Texas, they often think of cowboys.

One way to describe Texas is “big.” In fact, Texas is the second
biggest state. Only Alaska is bigger. Texas has more cattle and sheep
than any other state. It has the most farms or ranches in the United
States. It has the biggest ranch in the country, too. Texas also produces
the most fruit and vegetables. And it gives the United States one-third of
American oil! That's why Texans “think big.”
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What do you see in the picture?
Do you eat peanut butter?

Americans love to eat peanut butter. But
what is peanut butter? It is a thick, creamy
paste. You buy it in a jar at the grocery store.
Manufacturers roast peanuts and take off
the skin. Then they grind them into a thick
paste—that's peanut butter!

The peanut is not really a nut, but a
pea. It is a strange pea because it grows
underground. But peanut plants also have
green vines with yellow flowers. These vines
or stems grow above the ground and are
quite long. Peanuts are very healthy for you.
They have more protein than a steak and
they have many vitamins, too.

The peanut comes from South America, but peanut butter is a food
that is truly “American.” Peanut butter started in 1890 in St. Louis. A
doctor made some peanut butter. He gave it to patients who could not
eat regular food. Later, peanut butter was popular as a health food.

Peanut butter is very popular with children in the United States.
Perhaps their favorite way to eat it is in a sandwich. Many children add
jelly to their peanut butter sandwiches. This makes a favorite snack or
lunchtime meal.

\
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Who is the president of the United States?

Do you know the names of other U.S.
presidents?

What are they famous for?

Do you want to be president of the United A

States of America? Maybe you can apply for
the job. Answer these three questions. Are
you a U.S. citizen? Are you thirty-five years
old or older? Have you been a resident of
the United States for fourteen years or
longer? Did you say “yes” to all three
questions? Then you can take the first steps
to the White House.

You become president for a term. A
term is four years. You can only serve two
terms. This means that you can only be
president twice. This became law in 1951.
Before that, the law was different. In fact, Franklin D. Roosevelt became
president in 1933. He was still president when he died in 1945. He was
president for twelve years. No one was president longer than he was.

As president of the United States, you earn $200,000 a year. You
also get an extra $50,000 for expenses, tax free. You have your own
limousine, jet, and housekeepers, all free. You also live rent free, in the
White House in Washington, D.C. And you are head of the richest
country in the world.

Presidents of the United States are very different people.
Twenty-two were lawyers, four soldiers, four farmers, four teachers, two
writers, two businessmen, one engineer, one tailor, and one actor. Eight
of them did not have a college education!
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Who is the man in the picture?
What is he famous for?

Martin  Luther King, Jr, was a black
clergyman from Atlanta, Georgia. When
King was a child, he learned that black
people and white people did not mix in
public places. Black people sat in different
parts of restaurants and movie theaters.
Black people sat at the back of the bus.
Black and white children went to different
schools. This kind of separation is called
segregation.

King loved to study. He was a good
student and went to college at a young age.
He was only fifteen years old. When he
finished college, he began to fight segregation. He did not believe in
violence. He believed in peace. He helped black people to protest in
peace. They went on marches in peace.

King also wanted equality for everybody. He wanted black and white
men and women to have an equal chance in the United States. This is
called the civil rights movement. In 1963, King was the leader of the civil
rights march on Washington, D.C. Thousands of people listened to his
famous speech. It begins, “| have a dream.”

In 1964, Martin Luther King, Jr., was the youngest person to get the
Nobel Peace Prize. This award is for people who try to make peace in
the world. In 1968, an assassin killed King. He was only thirty-nine years
old. His birthday, January 15, is a national holiday in the United States.

“
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What are the people in the picture doing?
How do you play basketball?

James Naismith invented basketball in 1891.
Naismith was a Canadian, but lived in the
United States. He was a teacher at
Springfield Training School in the state of
Massachusetts. He taught sports and found
there were no interesting games to play
indoors in the winter months. So he thought
of a game.

Naismith’s students played the first
game of basketball in the Springfield gym in
1891. There were nine men on each team.
They used a soccer ball. They put peach
baskets on the gym wall. The goal or
purpose of the game was to throw the ball in
the basket. That is why he called the game basketball. A man with a
ladder went to the basket. He climbed the ladder and took the ball out of
the basket. Luckily, only one man got the ball into the basket in the first
game.

Basketball is a very fast game. Players must run up and down the
basketball court or gym floor the whole game. At the same time they
must control the ball. Today, most players are tall. Many of them are over
seven feet tall and weigh more than 200 pounds. But one of basketball’s
great players was Barney Sedran. He played from 1912 to 1926 and is in
the Basketball Hall of Fame. He was only 5 feet 4 inches tall and 118
pounds!

Today, basketball is an international sport. In America, the National
Basketball Association (NBA) has some of the best players in the world.
Basketball is also an Olympic sport today. In the Olympics, the best
teams from many countries play to show they are the best.
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Who is the man in the picture?
Why is he famous?

Abraham Lincoln was the sixteenth
president of the United States. He was
born in Kentucky in 1809. His family was
very poor. When Lincoln was a boy, he
worked on his family’s farm. He did not go
to school. He taught himself to read and
write. Later, Lincoln studied law and
became a lawyer. After that, he became a
politician.

Everybody liked Abraham Lincoln
because he was intelligent and hard-
working. Lincoln was very ambitious. He
wanted to be good at everything he did. He
said that he wanted to win the “race of life.”
He was also kind and honest. People called him “Honest Abe.’

Lincoln became president in 1860. In 1861, there was a war
between the North and the South of the United States. The people in
the South wanted a separate government from the United States. The
North wanted the United States to stay together as one country.
Lincoln was the leader of the North. In the war, brother killed brother.
The Civil War was four years long.

The North won the Civil War. The war ended on April 9, 1865. Six
days later, President Lincoln and his wife went to the theater. Inside
the theater, a man went behind the president and shot him in the
head. The man’s name was John Wilkes Booth. He was a supporter
of the South. Lincoln died the next morning.

R o
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What do you see in the picture? 9
Where are these buildings?

Can you name any other famous buildings
in this city?

Washington, D.C. is the capital of the United
States. It is an unusual city. It is a city that
has no state. It is a district—the District of “==
Columbia or D.C. That is why we say §

Washington, D.C. .

George Washington became the first
president of the United States in 1790. At
that time the new United States had no
capital city. It was necessary to have a
capital city that was not a part of a state.
Washington picked a place for the capital
near his home, Mount Vernon. The state of
Maryland gave some land and Virginia gave
some land. This made the District of Columbia. The name of the capital
is after George Washington.

The city of Washington, D.C. has wide streets, parks, and beautiful
buildings. These buildings tell the history of the United States. The most
famous building is the White House. This is the home of the president.
Another important building is the Capitol. This is where Congress meets
to make the laws of the country.

Washington, D.C. is very special in the spring. It is cherry blossom
time. Japan sent more than 3,000 cherry trees to the United States in
1912. The trees have beautiful flowers in March or April. It is a very
pretty time to see Washington, D.C.

Millions of people visit Washington, D.C. Tourism is an important
business. The other business is government. Every year the president
sees the leaders of many countries in Washington, D.C.

“
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Describe the things you see in the picture.
What do you know about Halloween?

On October 31, Americans celebrate
Halloween. Halloween means “holy” (hallow)
“evening” (een). This is the evening before
the Christian holy day of All Saints Day. On
All Saints Day, Christians remember the
saints. But Halloween is even older than
Christianity.

Before Christianity, people in Europe
believed that on October 31 ghosts of dead
people came back. To scare the ghosts,
people dressed like devils and were very
noisy. They also made big fires to keep the
ghosts away. Later, people did not believe in

ghosts, but they kept the day of Halloween for fun.

Immigrants came from Europe to America and brought with them
the custom of Halloween. Halloween has some strange symbols. One
symbol is the jack-o’-lantern in the window. The jack-o’-lantern is to scare
the ghosts. People cut the pumpkin, throw away all of the inside, and cut
a face in it. Then they put a candle inside of it. Jack-o-lanterns usually

look scary, too!

Today, in the United States, Halloween is very popular with children.
They wear masks and special costumes. They want to look like
skeletons and ghosts. Then they go from house to house and say, “Trick
or treat!” People give them candies, cookies, or fruit. When people give
nothing, the children sometimes play tricks on them.
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Who is the man in the picture?
What do you know about American Indians?

There were about one million people in
North America when Columbus arrived in
1492. Columbus thought he was in India. He
called the people with dark skin Indians.
This was a mistake, but the name Indian
stuck.

There were more than 2,000 tribes at
the time of Columbus. Each tribe had a
different name. Each tribe also had a
different language and customs. But all
these people could speak with each other in
one language—sign language. All these
people also thought in the same way. They
believed that the land and waters belonged to everybody.

The people who came after Columbus from Europe did not
understand the first or “native” Americans. Many of them thought the
Indians were savages. They were afraid of them. For the next 400 years
they fought with each other. They fought about who owned the land and
how to use it.

The tribes lost their land, and the U.S. government made them live
on reservations. Reservations were tax free land “reserved for” the
Indians. The government gave them food because they could not hunt
and find food for themselves. There was no work for them. In 1924 a law
made “native” Americans citizens of the United States. Today some
Indian tribes choose to live by their old customs, and some do not.
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Who is the little girl in the picture?
Why is she famous?

Shirley Temple was born in 1928 in
California. She was a very cute little girl.
She had blond curly hair and dimples in her
cheeks. But she was also a good actress,
singer, and dancer.

By age three, Shirley was making
movies and soon became a famous movie
star. When she was six, she made some big
movies. By the time she was eight, she was
making $500,000 a year. The people who
made the movies called her “Little Miss
Miracle.”

In the 1930s, life was difficult in the ’
United States. Many people did not have jobs. But thousands of poor
people paid money to go to the movies to watch Shirley Temple. People
felt happy when she sang and danced. Mothers wanted their daughters
to have curly hair like Shirley Temple. Little girls played with Shirley
Temple dolls.

Everybody loved little Shirley. People sent her gifts. On her eighth
birthday she got 1,000 cakes. Her fans sent her 5,000 letters a week.
But her mother did not spoil her. Little Shirley only got $4.25 a week and
had to eat her spinach.

When Shirley Temple grew up, she did not make any more movies.
She got married to Charles Black and had two children. In the 1960s,
Shirley Temple Black went into politics. In 1974, she was U.S.
ambassador to Ghana, a country in Africa. Then in 1989 she was U.S.
ambassador to Czechoslovakia.

“
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What do you see in the picture?
Do you like popcorn?

What other kinds of corn do you know?

All corn does not pop. A seed or kernel of
corn must have 14 percent water in it to pop.
Other kinds of corn have less water and do
not pop. When you put a kernel of corn on a
fire, the water inside makes the corn
explode. This makes a “pop” noise. That is
why we call it popcorn.

The American Indians popped corn a
long time ago. The Indians knew there were
three kinds of corn. There was sweet corn
for eating, corn for animals, and corn for
popping. The Indians introduced corn to the
first settlers, or Pilgrims, when they came to
America in 1620. One year after they came, the Pilgrims had a
Thanksgiving dinner. They invited the Indians. The Indians brought food
with them. One Indian brought popcorn!

Since that time Americans continued to pop corn at home. But in
1945 there was a new machine that changed the history of popcorn. This
electric machine popped corn outside the home. Soon movie theaters
started to sell popcorn to make more money. Popcorn at the movies
became more and more popular. Today, Americans still continue the
custom of eating popcorn at the movies.

Americans use 500,000 pounds of popcorn every year. Many people
like to put salt and melted butter on their popcorn. Some people eat it
without salt or butter. Either way—Americans love their popcorn!
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What do you see in the picture?
Why is Beverly Hills famous?

Most visitors to Los Angeles, California,
want to go and see Beverly Hills. This is
where you find the homes of the movie
stars. But Beverly Hills is not Los Angeles. It
is a small city next to Los Angeles.

All kinds of celebrities live in Beverly
Hills. These celebrities may be movie stars,
television stars, sports stars, or other people
in the news. Tourists can buy special maps
for the homes of the stars. These homes are
very beautiful. They usually have swimming
pools and tennis courts. But sometimes you
cannot see very much. The homes have
high walls or trees around them.

Beverly Hills is also famous for Rodeo Drive. This is one of the most
expensive shopping streets in the United States. Rodeo Drive started to
be an elegant street in the 1960s. Many famous stores opened on the
street. People liked all the new styles and fashions they could buy. Today,
you can find the most expensive and unusual clothing, jewelry, and
furniture in the world on Rodeo Drive. Rodeo Drive is a very special
street. When you want to park your car in public parking, an attendant
will come and park your car for you.

Beverly Hills is really a small city. Only about 35,000 people live
there. But during the day more than 200,000 people come to Beverly
Hills to work or to shop!

\
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Who is the man in the picture?
Why 1is he famous?

Theodore Roosevelt was the twenty-sixth
president of the United States. He was
president from 1901 to 1909. He was a very
intelligent man. He was also very energetic.
He was a boxer, a soldier, a rancher, and an
explorer.

This energetic man was not strong
when he was a boy. He had problem with his
breathing. He had asthma. His father
wanted him to be strong. Roosevelt learned
to box and did many other sports. Soon
Roosevelt became strong and energetic.

After he became president, Roosevelt
kept his body strong. He even boxed in the White House. One day,
another boxer hit him in the eye. After that accident, Roosevelt became
blind in one eye.

Theodore Roosevelt's nickname was “Teddy.” Everybody called him
Teddy. When he was president, he often went hunting. One day he went
hunting with some friends and saw a small bear. He did not shoot the
bear. He said the bear was too small and must go free. The next day the
story of the little bear was in the newspapers. The newspapers named
the little bear “Teddy” after the president. Soon people called toy bears
for children “teddy bears.”

When he left the White House, Teddy Roosevelt went to hunt in
Africa. He then went to South America to explore places that nobody
knew about. Everybody loved his energy.
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AND OPOSSUMS

Describe the animals in the picture.
Can you say one special thing about each one?

THE ROADRUNNER

This strange bird gets its name because it
runs along roads. It runs very fast—up to
twenty miles an hour on its long legs—but
it can fly too. The roadrunner is usually
brown and white and has several feathers
on top of its head. It is about two feet long
with its long tail. Roadrunners live in the
desert parts of the United States. They eat
insects, and they also kill and eat snakes
like the rattlesnake.

THE RATTLESNAKE = R, -

The rattlesnake is famous for the sound it makes—a rattle. When you surprise the
snake, it shakes the end of its tail. This makes a sound like a rattle—a lot of quick
little noises. The rattlesnake usually lives in dry parts of the United States. It can be
about eight feet long, and is dangerous. It goes out at night to kill small animals.
The rattlesnake has bad eyes, but it can feel the heat of an another animal from a
long way.

THE OPOSSUM

The opossum is the only animal in North America that keeps its babies in a pouch,
or bag, on its stomach. The opossum looks like a very big, fat mouse, except it is
as big as a cat. When another animal wants to kill it, the opossum lies down, closes
its eyes, hangs out its tongue, and does not move. The other animal thinks the
opossum is dead and goes away.

“
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Why do we say African-American?
What is a slave?

Harriet Tubman was born around 1820 in
the South of the United States. She was an
African-American and a slave. In those days
in the South, African-Americans were
slaves. People bought slaves to work in their
houses, farms, and fields. Their masters
bought and sold them like property. When
Harriet became a young woman, she
wanted to be free. She wanted to escape to
the North of the United States. Everyone in
the North was free.

Finally, Harriet Tubman escaped from
the South to the North on the Underground
Railroad. The Underground Railroad was not a real railroad. It was a
secret organization of people. These people helped slaves to escape. At
night, they took the slaves to a safe house. The slaves hid there. The
next night, they took the slaves to the next house or “station” on the
railroad. The word underground can mean secret. This is why people
called the organization the Underground Railroad.

When Harriet Tubman was free, she decided to help slaves. So she
joined the Underground Railroad. Soon she became its leader. It was a
very dangerous job. She went back to the South time after time. She
brought back slaves to freedom in the North. Before Harriet Tubman died
in 1913, she helped 300 slaves to escape. She helped these people
begin new lives as free men and women. Today, we honor the name of
this brave woman.

\
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What do you see in the picture?
What U.S. holidays do you know?

July Fourth is the birthday of the United
States. It is a national holiday. Another name
for July Fourth is Independence Day. We
celebrate July Fourth as Independence Day
because on July 4, 1776, the original thirteen
colonies declared their independence from
England.

Before 1776, the King of England ruled
the thirteen colonies in America. The
colonists were angry with the King because
of taxes. They wanted their independence
from England. A war started in 1775
between the colonists and soldiers from
England. The colonists won the war. They wanted to say why they
wanted their independence or freedom from England. So they chose
Thomas Jefferson to write the Declaration of Independence.

On July 4, 1776, the leaders of the colonies signed the Declaration
of Independence in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It said that all people
were equal and had the right to live in freedom. A new nation was born.
People rang bells and fired guns for the birth of the United States of
America.

Today, we celebrate July Fourth in many different ways. During the
day, many people get together with friends and family members for
picnics. Many cities have parades with bands in the streets. At night
there are noisy fireworks. These beautiful fireworks of different colors
light up the sky all across the country.

52 UNIT 18



[image: image19.jpg]THE SEQUOIAS Unit

How tall do you think the tree in the picture is?
How old do you think it is?

The sequoia trees are the oldest living
things'in the world. You can find them only in
the north of California. They are huge. Some
are over 250 feet high. Many sequoias are
over 3,000 years old. They are living giants.

The name sequoia comes from
Sequoyah, an American Indian. Sequoyah
developed an alphabet for his people, so
they could read and write.

The bark, or outside part of the sequoia,
has a special tannin or juice. This protects
the tree from fire and insects. So sequoias
never die from fire or disease.

The biggest sequoia is the General Sherman tree. This tree is 100
feet around its base, or bottom. It is 267 feet tall. This means it is about
the same size as a building with twenty-six floors. It is also one of the
oldest trees in the world. The General Sherman tree is 4,000 years old!

When people needed wood, they began to cut down the sequoias.
John Muir was a famous naturalist. He studied plants and animals. Muir
wanted to save the sequoias. He asked President Theodore Roosevelt to
come and see the sequoias in California. The president came, and in
1903 he made the land where they grew into a national park—Sequoia
National Park.

\
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Who is the person in the picture?
What is she famous for?
Do you know any deaf or blind people?

Helen Keller was born in Alabama in 1880.
When she was twenty months old, she got
an illness. After her iliness Helen could not
hear or see. She was deaf and blind. Helen
was a difficult child. Her parents did not
know what to do.

Finally, when Helen was seven years
old, her parents got her a special teacher.
Her name was Miss Anne Sullivan. Miss
Sullivan worked with Helen all day. She took
Helen’s hand and spelled a word in her
hand. Helen soon learned to say what she
wanted in this way.

In 1900 Helen entered Radcliffe College. Miss Sullivan sat next to
Helen in class. She spelled all the words into Helen’s hand. Miss Sullivan
also read to Helen all the time. At that time there were only a few books
for the blind. These were Braille books. They had a special alphabet
made with dots that blind people could read with their fingers. Helen
graduated from Radcliffe with honors, or very high grades.

Helen wrote books like The Story of My Life and Midstream—My
Later Life. She also wrote magazine articles and spoke all over the
country. She learned to speak. It was not easy to understand her. Miss
Sullivan repeated what Helen said. Helen spoke about the deaf and
blind. People everywhere became interested. There was new hope for
the deaf and blind.
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What do you see in the picture?
What do you know about New York?

New York is the largest city in the United
States. More than seven million people live
there. New York has very tall buildings like
the World Trade Center and the Empire
State Building. It is the biggest port in the
world. Thousands of ships come to the port
of New York each year. It has Macy’s, one of
the biggest stores in the world. New York
also has the largest lady in the world—the
Statue of Liberty.

New York is a very cosmopolitan city.
People from many countries came to live in
New York. Three-quarters, or 75 percent, of
the people in New York City come from five groups. The groups are:
blacks, Jews, ltalians, Puerto Ricans, and Irish. The other quarter, or 25
percent, comes from all over the world.

New York City is the center for culture in the United States. It has the
finest museums and best art galleries in the country. If you want to see a
play, there are many theaters you can go to on Broadway. The street
called Broadway is the center for theater in the United States.

People call New York City the “Big Apple.” Jazz musicians in the
1920s gave New York this name. When a musician says he is going to
the Big Apple, it means he is the best. Today, New York is still the U.S.
center for art and business.
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What do you see in the picture?
What kind of ice cream do you like?
Do you like ice-cream sundaes?

The ice-cream sundae is an original
American dish. Ice cream is not an original
American food and chocolate syrup is not an
original American food. But an American put
the two together and started the ice-cream
sundae.

An ice-cream sundae is ice cream with
chocolate or other syrup over it. There are
many kinds of toppings today. You put the
toppings on top of the syrup. These can be
nuts, fruit, and whipped cream.

Ice-cream sundaes started in the
1890s. At that time people went to ice-cream
parlors to eat ice cream. One day in Wisconsin a customer went to an
ice-cream parlor. He wanted chocolate syrup on his vanilla ice cream.
The owner of the parlor said this was a bad idea. But the customer
insisted and finally got what he wanted. Soon many customers wanted
syrup on their ice cream. Other ice-cream parlors started to have this
new ice-cream dish.

The sundae got its name from an ice-cream parlor in another town in
Wisconsin. Here the owner of an ice-cream parlor only served the
unusual ice-cream dish on Sundays. The ice-cream with the syrup was a
special order and it was more expensive. It was a Sunday special. That
is how it got the name sundae. Nobody knows why the spelling changed
from Sunday to sundae.
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Who is the man in the picture?
Where do you think he is?
What is he famous for?

Thomas Alva Edison was born in 1847. He
was sick a lot when he was young. Edison’s
mother taught him lessons at home and he
only studied the things he wanted to know.
At age ten, he read his first science book.
After he read the book, he built a laboratory
in his house. Soon, Edison started to invent
things. He was interested in the telegraph
and electricity. At age twenty-three, he made
a special telegraphic machine and sold it for
a lot of money. With this money, he was now
free to invent all the time.

Edison started his own laboratory at
Menlo Park, New Jersey. He hired mechanics and chemists to help him.
He worked day and night. Once, he worked on forty-five inventions at the
same time. Edison did not sleep very much, but he took naps. He often
fell asleep with his clothes on. One day, he even fell asleep in a closet!

Did you know Edison invented wax paper, fire alarms, the battery,
and motion pictures? But his favorite invention was the phonograph, or
record player. He invented the phonograph in 1876. His other famous
invention was the light bulb. Edison died in 1931, at the age of
eighty-four. He had over 1,300 inventions to his name! Many people say
that Edison was a genius—one of the smartest people in the world!
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How many sides does the building in the
picture have?

Who do you think works in the building?

The Pentagon is a building in Arlington,
Virginia, near Washington, D.C. It has the
offices of the U.S. Department of Defense.
The Department of Defense includes the &
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast
Guard.

The word pentagon comes from the
Greek penta, which means “five” A
pentagon is a figure with five sides. Look at
the picture. The Pentagon has five rings. The rings are inside each
other. Each ring has five sides. How tall do you think the Pentagon
is? The answer is easy. Each ring is five stories tall.

The Pentagon is the largest office building in the world. It has
seventeen miles of halls. People can get lost in the Pentagon. So the
walls on each floor are a different color (brown, green, red, gray, and
blue). This helps people to know where they are. There are also many
maps in the halls!

The Pentagon is so big that it is like a city. Almost 30,000 people
work there. The Pentagon has its own doctors, dentists, and nurses. It
has its own banks and stores. It has a post office, a fire department, and
a police department. It also has an important center for communications.
This center guards the country. It is hundreds of feet under the ground.
The Pentagon even has its own radio and TV stations.
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Describe the man in the picture.
Why do you think he is famous?

Who s your favorite teacher?

Jaime Escalante was a teacher from Bolivia.
He arrived in Los Angeles in 1963. He was
thirty-three years old and spoke almost no
English.

Life was difficult for Escalante in the
United States. He could not be a teacher in
California. He had to go to college again. It
took him many years, but he did it. He
worked at a restaurant to support his family
at the same time.

Finally, when he was forty-three he
started to work at Garfield High School in
Los Angeles. This school had a bad name.
There were many gangs and the students were not doing well. Soon
Escalante changed things.

Escalante worked with his students. He taught them math. He used
his own methods, or ways, and they worked. The students learned and
enjoyed their math. In 1982, fourteen of his students passed an
advanced math examination. Nobody believed this. People said the
students were cheating. The students wanted to show they were not
cheating. They took the exam again. And they passed again. This was a
miracle in a place like Garfield! This was the work of Jaime Escalante.

Every year Escalante produced top class students. People know him
as one of the best teachers in America. There is even a movie and a
book about him.
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Who do you see in the picture?
What are they doing?

When you go to a college or high school
sports event, you see cheerleaders.
Cheerleaders are male and female. They
dress in the colors of their team. They jump
and dance in front of the crowd and shout
the name of their team. Their job is to excite
the crowd. Everybody makes a lot of noise.
They want their team to win the game.

The first cheerleader was a man. In
1898, Johnny Campbell jumped in front of
the crowd at the University of Minnesota and
shouted for his team. He shouted, “Hoo-rah
Minn-e-so-tah!” This was the first organized
shout, or “yell.” For the next thirty-two years cheerleaders were men only.
Women were not cheerleaders until 1930.

Today cheerleaders work in teams. They practice special shouts,
dances, and athletic shows. Often the women work separately from the
men. But cheerleaders are most exciting when men and women work
together. The men throw the women high in the air and catch them. The
team members climb on each other's shoulders to make a human
pyramid. They yell and dance too. It is like human fireworks.

Cheerleaders now have their own contests. Every year there are
local, state, and national contests for cheerleaders. The best teams
make new, faster, and more exciting shows to be the best. And the crowd
shouts. They want their cheerleaders to win.

\
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What do you see in the picture?
Do you know a place like this?

A national park is a large piece of land. In
the park animals are free to come and go.
Trees and plants grow everywhere. People
go to a national park to enjoy nature. Many
people stay in campgrounds in national
parks. They sleep in tents and cook their
food over campfires. They also walk on trails
or paths in the parks. On a gate at the
entrance of Yellowstone, a sign says, “For
the Benefit and Enjoyment of the People.”

Yellowstone is the world’s oldest
national park. It became a national park in
1872. It is also the world’s largest park. It :
covers parts of the states of Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho. Yellowstone
is two-and-a-half times the size of the smallest state, Rhode Island.

Yellowstone is famous for its geysers. These holes in the ground
shoot hot water into the air. There are about seventy geysers in the park.
The most famous is Old Faithful. About every hour Old Faithful shoots
hot water hundreds of feet into the air.

Two-and-a-half million people visit this beautiful park each year. Park
rangers give information to visitors. They also take care of the park. They
tell visitors not to pick the flowers. They also tell them not to feed or hunt
the animals.
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How many stripes are there on the flag?
What do you think the stars stand for?

The “Stars and Stripes” is a popular name
for the red, white, and blue flag of the United
States. Another popular name is the “Star
Spangled Banner.” This is also the name of
the national anthem of the United States.

Every country has its own flag. In 1776,
the thirteen colonies declared their
independence from Great Britain. The
United States was born. George Washington
was the general of the American Army. He
decided that the United States needed a
flag, too.

There is a story that General George
Washington asked Betsy Ross to make the flag. She used three colors:
red, white, and blue. The color red was for courage, white was for liberty,
and blue was for justice. She sewed thirteen red and white stripes and
thirteen white stars in a circle on a blue square. The thirteen stars and
stripes stood for the number of states at the beginning of the United
States. On June 14, 1777, Congress voted this flag to be be the national
flag.

Later, new states joined the United States. This was a problem for
the flag. In 1818, Congress made another law about the flag. The
thirteen stripes stayed the same, but for each new state there was a new
star. Today, there are fifty stars on the flag. Hawaii was the last star in
1959.
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